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JUDICIAL QUALIFICATIONS COMMISSION  

State of Georgia  
  

Open Meeting Minutes  
 

                 100 Galleria Pkwy, Suite 1600 

Friday, September 29, 2023                             9:00am                   Atlanta, GA 30339   

  

This regularly scheduled meeting of the Investigative Panel of the Judicial Qualifications 

Commission of the State of Georgia was held in person at Freeman Mathis Gary in Atlanta, GA. 

Judge Stacey Hydrick chaired the meeting and Ms. Kristen Bertsch served as Recording 

Secretary. 

 

Investigative Panel   

Members Present: 

  Judge Stacey Hydrick 

Mr. James Balli 

Mr. Bob Barr  

Mr. Alexander Rainey  

Mr. Pope Langdale (virtual) 

 

JQC Staff Members 

Present:     

  Ms. Courtney Veal, Director  

Ms. Ashton Murphy, Deputy Director 

Ms. Yosra Khalifa, Staff Attorney 

Ms. Kristen Bertsch, Executive Administrator  

 

Chairman’s Comments:   Judge Hydrick called the meeting to order and determined that 

a quorum of the Panel was present.  

 

Mr. Barr’s motion to adopt the open meeting minutes from the 

regular August 18, 2023 Investigative Panel meeting passed 

unanimously. 

 

Judge Hydrick reminded the Panel about the upcoming 

National College on Judicial Conduct and Ethics conference in 

Washington D.C. on October 18-20, 2023.   

 

Judge Hydrick expressed her gratitude to Director Veal and 

Deputy Director Murphy for their presentations at various 
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judicial conferences around the state. Judge Hydrick stated that 

the feedback has been great.  

Director’s Report:  

 

 

 

Director Veal informed the Panel that she submitted a budget 

request to fund a legal assistant position, to assist with the 

increased demands of litigation.  

 

Director Veal reminded the Panel about the list of Formal 

Advisory Opinions that need to be reviewed, and Mr. Barr 

recommended scheduling a meeting at the JQC office for 

members that would like to discuss the Opinions.  

 

There being no further old or new business for discussion, Mr. Balli’s motion to adjourn was 

seconded by Mr. Barr. The Open Meeting was adjourned at 9:15am.  

 

These minutes were approved by the Judicial Qualifications Commission.  
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